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for requirements relating to preserva-
tion of records and accounts.)

(c) Acknowledgements by the Com-
mission or the Secretary of the Senate,
of the receipt of Statements of Organi-
zation, reports or other statements
filed under 11 CFR parts 101, 102 and 104
are intended solely to inform the per-
son filing the report of its receipt and
neither the acknowledgement nor the
acceptance of a report or statement
shall constitute express or implied ap-
proval, or in any manner indicate that
the contents of any report or state-
ment fulfill the filing or other require-
ments of the Act or of these regula-
tions.

(d) Each treasurer of a political com-
mittee, and any other person required
to file any report or statement under
these regulations and under the Act,
shall be personally responsible for the
timely and complete filing of the re-
port or statement and for the accuracy
of any information or statement con-
tained in it.

[45 FR 15108, Mar. 7, 1980, as amended at 61
FR 3549, Feb. 1, 1996]

§104.15 Sale or use
U.S.C. 438(a)(4)).

(a) Any information copied, or other-
wise obtained, from any report or
statement, or any copy, reproduction,
or publication thereof, filed under the
Act, shall not be sold or used by any
person for the purpose of soliciting
contributions or for any commercial
purpose, except that the name and ad-
dress of any political committee may
be used to solicit contributions from
such committee.

(b) For purposes of 11 CFR 104.15, so-
liciting contributions includes soliciting
any type of contribution or donation,
such as political or charitable con-
tributions.

(c) The use of information, which is
copied or otherwise obtained from re-
ports filed under 11 CFR part 104, in
newspapers, magazines, books or other
similar communications is permissible
as long as the principal purpose of such
communications is not to commu-
nicate any contributor information
listed on such reports for the purpose
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of soliciting contributions or for other
commercial purposes.

[45 FR 15108, Mar. 7, 1980, as amended at 61
FR 3549, Feb. 1, 1996]

§104.16 Audits (2 U.S.C. 438(b)).

(a) The Commission may conduct au-
dits of any political committee re-
quired to register under 11 CFR part 102
and to report under 11 CFR part 104.
Prior to conducting any such audit or
investigation, the Commission shall
conduct an internal review of reports
filed by selected committees to deter-
mine whether reports filed by a par-
ticular committee meet thresholds es-
tablished by the Commission for sub-
stantial compliance with the Act. Such
thresholds may vary according to the
type of political committee being re-
viewed.

(b) The Commission may, upon af-
firmative vote of four members, con-
duct an audit and field investigation of
any committee which meets the
thresholds established pursuant to 11
CFR 104.16(a). All such audits and in-
vestigations shall commence within 30
days of such vote except that any audit
or investigation of an authorized com-
mittee of a candidate shall be com-
menced within 6 months of the election
for which such committee was author-
ized.

() The Commission may, upon af-
firmative vote of four members, con-
duct an audit and field investigation of
any committee pursuant to 11 CFR
111.10.

(d) All audits and field investigations
concerning the verification for and the
receipt and use of payments under
chapters 95 and 96 of title 26 shall be
given priority over any audit or inves-
tigation of committees not receiving
such payments.

§104.17 [Reserved]

§104.18 Electronic filing of reports (2
U.S.C. 432(d) and 434(a)(11)).

(a) General. A political committee
that files reports with the Commission,
as provided in 11 CFR part 105, may
choose to file its reports in an elec-
tronic format that meets the require-
ments of this section. If a committee
chooses to file its reports electroni-
cally, and its first electronic report



§104.18

passes the Commission’s validation
program in accordance with paragraph
(c) of this section, it must continue to
file in an electronic format all reports
covering financial activity for that cal-
endar year, unless the Commission de-
termines that extraordinary and un-
foreseeable circumstances have made it
impracticable for the committee to
continue filing electronically.

(b) Format specifications. Reports filed
electronically shall conform to the
technical specifications described in
the Federal Election Commission’s
Electronic Filing Specifications Re-
quirements. The data contained in the
computerized magnetic media provided
to the Commission shall be organized
in the order specified by the Electronic
Filing Specifications Requirements.

(c) Acceptance of reports filed in elec-
tronic format. (1) Each committee that
submits an electronic report shall
check the report against the Commis-
sion’s validation program before it is
submitted, to ensure that the files sub-
mitted meet the Commission’s format
specifications and can be read by the
Commission’s computer system. Each
report submitted in an electronic for-
mat under this section shall also be
checked upon receipt against the Com-
mission’s validation program. The
Commission’s validation program is
available on request and at no charge.

(2) A report that does not pass the
validation program will not be accept-
ed by the Commission and will not be
considered filed. If a committee sub-
mits a report that does not pass the
validation program, the Commission
will notify the committee that the re-
port has not been accepted.

(d) Amended reports. If a committee
files an amendment to a report that
was filed electronically, it shall also
submit the amendment in an electronic
format. The committee shall submit a
complete version of the report as
amended, rather than just those por-
tions of the report that are being
amended. In addition, the amended re-
port shall contain electronic flags or
markings that point to the portions of
the report that are being amended.

(e) Signature requirements. The com-
mittee’s treasurer, or any other person
having the responsibility to file a des-
ignation, report or statement under
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this subchapter, shall verify the report
in one of the following ways: by sub-
mitting a signed certification on paper
that is submitted with the computer-
ized media; or by submitting a
digitized copy of the signed certifi-
cation as a separate file in the elec-
tronic submission. Each verification
submitted under this section shall cer-
tify that the person has examined the
report or statement and, to the best of
the signatory’s knowledge and belief, it
is true, correct and complete. Any ver-
ification under this section shall be
treated for all purposes (including pen-
alties for perjury) in the same manner
as a verification by signature on a re-
port submitted in a paper format.

(f) Schedules and forms with special re-
quirements. The following list of sched-
ules, materials, and forms have special
signature and other requirements and
reports containing these documents
shall include, in addition to providing
the required data within the electronic
report, either a paper copy submitted
with the committee’s electronic report
or a digitized version submitted as a
separate file in the electronic submis-
sion: Schedule C-1 (Loans and Lines of
Credit From Lending Institutions), in-
cluding copies of loan agreements re-
quired to be filed with that Schedule,
Schedule E (Itemized Independent Ex-
penditures), Form 5 (Report of Inde-
pendent Expenditures Made and Con-
tributions Received), and Form 8 (Debt
Settlement Plan). The committee shall
submit any paper materials together
with the electronic media containing
the committee’s report.

(g) Preservation of reports. For any re-
port filed in electronic format under
this section, the treasurer shall retain
a machine-readable copy of the report
as the copy preserved under 11 CFR
104.14(b)(2). In addition, the treasurer
shall retain the original signed version
of any documents submitted in a
digitized format under paragraphs (e)
and (f) of this section.

[61 FR 42376, Aug. 15, 1996]

PART 105—DOCUMENT FILING (2
U.S.C. 432(g))
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